Vision of

Tainan

Piecing Together Tainan Image Cultural Map
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Graduate Institute of Studies in Documentary & Film Archiving, Tainan National University of the Arts.

If there is a magic that could keep one forever young and flowers always in full bloom, it has got to be photography and
videography. If the recorded images captured the landscape of the city at the same time, they could piece together the
city's faces throughout the years, making up a visual history of its changes. “Reclaiming People's Way of Seeing:
Images from South™ invites you to send in images, whether stationary photos or motion pictures on 8mm film or VHS,

and redevelop the images of 20th century Tainan.
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“It all started with New Glory [FT1£2&)!" said Wu Yong-yi, assistant professor at Graduate Institute of Studies in
Documentary & Film Archiving, Tainan National University of the Arts. Relocated to Nanmen Road in 1958, New Glory
Photo Studio was one of the few studios in Tainan that still shot photos with films. The interior decoration and
equipment is like a time capsule, preserving the appearance of photo studios from fifty or sixty years ago. Before the
owner Fang Rong-ling passed away in April this year, he donated all the photography equipment in the studio to the
institute for academic research and teaching. To commemorate Fang’s selfless donation with gratitude and to go
through the image history of New Glory, with the support of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, the institute further promotes
Nanying Common People Image Base Expansion Plan. Through collection events, images of common people are
proactively preserved. The themes of collection include photography works by New Glory, photos and video footages

of Tainan citizens in the 20th century, with emphasis on motion pictures.
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Wu Yong-yi said that before 1960's and 70's, affluent families in Taiwan would record motion pictures on films because

there was no analog tape at that time. After the 1980s, tape recorders began to enter Taiwan. Some middle-class
families would buy VHS cameras to make home videos. Most images of these eras have now become orphan images,
especially those on tapes, for equipment to playback is hard to find. Since the film playback machines are mechanical
and optical, if the films are kept in decent condition, they can still be played. Even if they cannot be played back, you
can still see something through the light. On the other hand, images on analog tapes cannot be seen with naked eyes.
Without a machine, the images could not be recovered. Due to the warm and humid weather in Taiwan, many of these
home video tapes have gone moldy because they are not well preserved. If not rescued in time, the images may

disappear forever.

Wu commented that images of the common people have not been highly regarded. However, some of these images
have historical value, capturing events that were not documented officially. This image collection event is held in the
hopes of building an online image database that preserves and accumulates the memories of Tainan. The database,
which will offer public online access, can tell the story of Tainan with the images. In October, New Glory Ex Situ
Conservation Exhibition will be held at the Tainan Film Center, replicating memories of photo-shooting and developing
experience at photo studios. If you are interested in participating in the image collection event, contact the Tainan Film

Center before the October exhibition. Otherwise, image scanning service could be arranged.
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